
Sample Bequest Language
Donors and/or their legal counsel are encouraged to call the Office of Development before writing a will that includes a restriction or designation and to confirm the feasibility of a particular fund being established. For assistance, please contact Director for Development Summer Parrish at ParrishS@lssnca.org or (703) 698-5026.
Sample Language for an Undesignated Bequest to Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area
I hereby give and bequeath ______________________ to the Board of Directors of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area, Washington, DC, to support the mission of the organization. 

Please note: If you are considering a bequest greater than $35,000, you may want to consider creating a named fund with your bequest, either for restricted or unrestricted purposes. 

***

Sample Language for a Designated Bequest to Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area
I hereby give and bequeath ____________* to the Board of Directors of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area, Washington, DC.  The Board shall spend the income and appreciation it determines reasonable to… 

…further the mission of the organization

…support the Refugee and Immigrant Services program

…provide scholarship assistance for youth to attend Youth Haven Camps programs

…support infrastructure, building and grounds maintenance

…train and support volunteers for Disaster Response and Preparedness

…support families who want to adopt 

provided, however, that if at any time the Board determines that all or any part of this bequest can no longer be applied to its best advantage in connection with this designated purpose, then the Board may apply all or part of this bequest for those purposes which in the Board's opinion shall most closely as possible accomplish that purpose. 

* bequest must be for $35,000 or more. 
***

Sample Language for an Endowment Bequest to Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area
I hereby give and bequeath ____________* to the Board of Directors of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area, Washington, DC.  The Board shall spend the income and appreciation it determines reasonable to… 

…further the mission of the organization

…support the Refugee and Immigrant Services program

…provide scholarship assistance for youth to attend Youth Haven Camps programs

…support infrastructure, building and grounds maintenance

…train and support volunteers for Disaster Response and Preparedness

…support families who want to adopt 

…fund an education scholarship for foster children aging out of the foster care system who want to attend post high school training

provided, however, that if at any time the Board determines that all or any part of this bequest can no longer be applied to its best advantage in connection with this designated purpose, then the Board may apply all or part of this bequest for those purposes which in the Board's opinion shall most closely as possible accomplish that purpose. 

* bequest must be for $35,000 or more. 

