Theological Statement

As a social ministry organization related to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, the work of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area is deeply rooted in the historical commitment of these two churches to social ministry, compassion and justice.  

Beginning with the biblical mandate to care for the “widow, orphan and stranger at the gate” and the call of the great Prophets of Israel to do justice as one’s true worship, and emboldened by the biblical vision of a society where the most vulnerable among us find wholeness, justice and self sufficiency, the people of faith are enjoined by God to ministries of compassion, love and justice on behalf of those who are suffering, marginalized, exploited and homeless.  Jesus of Nazareth takes us beyond the biblical mandate to do justice and care for others in two ways: 1) by identifying himself with those who are suffering, marginalized, exploited and homeless, saying: “Inasmuch as you have done to the least of these my brothers and sisters you have done also unto me,” and 2) by bestowing, through his death and resurrection, the gift of God’s grace as a power of healing, reconciliation, peace and new life.
The commitment of Dr. Martin Luther, founder of the Lutheran tradition, to faith-based social ministry that envisions the wholeness and well-being of all members of the community, and his advocacy of a ‘faith active in love,’ compels the Lutheran witness of today to embrace the ministry of social justice as integral to its witness in the world and to walk with those in need by providing services that offer hope and rebuild lives.  To this end Lutheran congregations of the National Capital Area have joined together to work cooperatively through LSS/NCA in extending its outreach and enhancing its effectiveness in social ministry. 
Recognizing the social statements and social ministry documents of the ELCA and 
LC-MS as resources for its own self-awareness, LSS/NCA commits itself to growth in understanding its theological and biblical heritage as a foundation for its programs, its ministries of advocacy and its vision of effective witness in today’s world.  It further commits itself to walk in partnership with the Lutheran congregations of National Capital Area in supporting social ministry programs, mutual discernment of needs and resources and in fostering new ministry initiatives.  While grounded in its Lutheran heritage and faith-based foundations, LSS/NCA is committed to respect the diversities of religious belief, culture, race and sexual identity in its staff and clients.  It further commits itself to alliance with Lutheran Services of America as a support to its governance and vision.  

Finally, we find that in a world that is undergoing rapid change and transformation that the challenges to the social ministry witness of the Lutheran church is increasing in scope and complexity.  We pray to the Lord of the Church for discernment, guidance, strength, insight, courage and wisdom to face these challenges faithfully, creatively and responsibly.  

